In 2006 I set out on a quest, to be the first person ever to complete a wild turkey grand slam with a crossbow. This year marks the 10th anniversary of that effort,
which would not have been possible without the numerous people who helped out
along the way.

Osceola
The quest kicked off in Yeehaw Junction (Yes, that’s
really the name of the town), Florida on a hunt
sponsored by Mossy Oak, who also provided camo
for the Slam team. Unfortunately, we came up short
on an Osceola bird. Fortunately, we had a second
Florida hunt scheduled.

The folks at Extreme Dimension Wildlife
Calls provided invaluable logistical support, as well as cameraman Scott Underhill
(right), who documented the quest for Extreme Dimension TV and a DVD. Scott was
also an integral part of every hunt.

Marvin Hartley, who is now president of
the NWTF board of directors, hosted the
second Florida hunt, near Jacksonville. He
teamed Scott and me up with Richard
Barkoskie (right), who guided us to two
birds, the second of which would ultimately prove critical to the quest.

Next up was Texas and again we
fortuitously scheduled two hunts.
The first, outside Eldorado, proved
fruitless so we loaded up the rental
and headed for Cotulla.
Boston Red Sox ace Josh Beckett was kind enough
to open his ranch up to us. After bagging a brace
of Rio Grande gobblers I changed speeds and did a
little bullfrog shooting with Jay Liechty (left) of
Grim Reaper broadheads and Andy Augenbaugh.
(center)

After the hunt I had the privilege of
sitting down with Josh’s father, John
(left), to watch Beckett pitch the Red
Sox 2006 home opener.

Next on the list was Wyoming, where we
were greeted with blizzard conditions—not
particularly conducive to spring turkey
hunting.

Merriam’s

Fortunately our guide, Scott Shreve
( right) had done his homework and
was able to put us on some birds,
including my first Merriam’s.

Scott and Scott also
got a chance to
share in the action,
and collect their first
Merriam’s.

Eastern
Ohio was the last leg, where I would hopefully complete the slam with an
Eastern gobbler. Our host secured permission on several good properties
and recruited his nephew to scout them in advance of our arrival. Unfortunately, he used the access to fill his own tags and despite our best efforts
and extending the trip by several days we came up short. It looked like the
quest was over and I’d come up one bird short.

NEW HOPE
According to the NWTF records keeper, turkeys in the region where I killed my second Florida
bird are considered to be the Eastern race, not Osceola. Without realizing it, I had completed the
quest in Wyoming, becoming the first person to ever officially record a grand slam with a crossbow!

Osceola - 3/27/2016,
Jacksonville, FL, NWTF
Score: 52.375

Rio Grande - 4/10/2016,
Cotulla, TX, NWTF
Score: 59.5

Eastern - 3/29/2016,
Middleburgh, FL,
NWTF Score: 53.438

Merriam’s - 4/18/2016,
Buffalo, WY, NWTF
Score: 54.0

Rio Grande - 4/9/2016,
Cotulla, TX, NWTF
Score: 57.938

